
Yamuna S, International Journal of Computer Science and Mobile Computing, Vol.3 Issue.3, March- 2014, pg. 316-325 

© 2014, IJCSMC All Rights Reserved                                                                                                        316 

 Available Online at www.ijcsmc.com 

International Journal of Computer Science and Mobile Computing 

  A Monthly Journal of Computer Science and Information Technology 

ISSN 2320ï088X 

  IJCSMC, Vol. 3, Issue. 3, March 2014, pg.316 ï 325 

                         RESEARCH ARTICLE  

Logical Fault Detection Based on Conservative 

QCA for Ultra Low Power Devices 
 

Yamuna S 
M.E Scholar 

Sri Shakthi Institute of Engineering and Technology, Coimbatore 
yamuna114@gmail 

Abstract  
 

As transistors decrease in size to accommodate in a single die, it increases chip computational capabilities. However, transistors 

cannot get much smaller than their current size. The quantum-dot cellular automata (QCA) approach represents one of the 

possible solutions in overcoming this physical limit. It can be implemented by using reversible gates which will not dissipate 

power during computation. In general, the testing of sequential circuits is difficult as compared to combinational circuits since it 

need to test along with the previous state.  In this paper, the sequential circuit based on reversible logic can be tested using only 

two test vector, thereby eliminating the need for any type of scan-path access to internal memory cells. The two test vectors are 

all 1s and all 0s. The designs of two vectors testable latches, master-slave flip-flops and double edge triggered (DET) flip-flops 

are presented. Along with that a new design for multiplexer is implemented based on conservative QCA logic, that is not 

reversible in nature but has similar properties as the Fredkin gate of working as 2:1 multiplexer. The proposed MX-cqca gate 

surpasses the Fredkin gate in terms of complexity (the number of majority voters), speed, and area. The importance of the 

proposed work lies in the fact that it provides the design of reversible sequential circuits completely testable for any stuck-at fault 

by only two test vectors.  
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1. Introduction 
Personal mobile communications and portable computing systems are the fastest growing sectors of the consumer electronics 

market. The electronic devices at the heart of such products need to dissipate low power, in order to conserve battery life and meet 

packaging reliability constraints. Although low power design methodologies will solve the problem of designing complex, low 
power digital VLSI circuits will still be subject to manufacturing defects. It was implicitly assumed that traditional Design for 

Testability methodologies is suitable for digital circuits designed using low power methods. A VLSI chip can dissipate up to three 

times higher power during testing when compared to normal (functional) operation due to higher switching activity. Power loss in 

the electronic system is a very crucial limiting factor that can be reduced or minimized with the help of using the reversible logics ña 

concept came from Thermodynamicsò [17]. 
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Reversible circuits are those circuits that do not lose information during computation and reversible computation in a system can 

be performed only when the system comprises of reversible gates. As a fundamental contribution, Landauer has shown that during 

irreversible computation 1 bit of information lost results in KTln2 Joules of energy dissipation[2]. Bennett in another seminal 

contribution proved that this KTln2 joule of energy dissipation will not occur if computation is performed in a reversible manner[4]. 

An N × N (N inputs and N outputs) reversible gate can be represented as 

Iv  = I1, I2, I3, I4, ........., IN       (1.1) 

Ov = O1,O2,O3,O4, .........,ON    (1.2) 

where Iv and Ov represent input and output vectors, respectively. Classical logic gates are irreversible since input vector states 

cannot be uniquely reconstructed from the output vector states[5]. Conservative logic is a logic family that exhibits the property that 

there are an equal number of 1s in the outputs as there are in the inputs. Conservative logic can be reversible in nature or may not be 

reversible in nature. Reversibility is the property of circuits in which there is one to-one mapping between the inputs and the output 
vectors, that is for each input vector there is a unique output vector and vice-versa[10]. Conservative logic is called reversible 

conservative logic when there is a one-to-one mapping between the inputs and the outputs vectors along with the property that there 

is equal number of 1s in the outputs as in the inputs. Conservative logic circuits are not reversible, if one-to-one mapping between 

the inputs and the outputs vectors is not preserved[7]. Several important metrics need to be considered in the design of reversible 

circuits the importance of which needs to be discussed. The constant input in the reversible quantum circuit is called the ancilla 

input qubit (ancilla input bit), while the garbage output refers to the output which exists in the circuit just to maintain one-to-one 

mapping but is not a primary or a useful output. Quantum computers of many qubits are extremely difficult to realize thus the 

number of qubits in the quantum circuits needs to be minimized[15]. There is a need of technology independent design and 

synthesis of reversible logic circuits that are applicable to quantum computing. The reversible circuit has other important parameters 

of quantum cost and delay which need to be optimized. The quantum cost of a design is the number of 1x1 and 2x2 reversible gates 

used in its design, thus can be considered equivalent to number of transistors needed in a conventional CMOS design[12]. The delay 
of a reversible circuit can be computed by calculating its logical depth when it is designed from smaller 1x1 and 2x2 reversible 

gates. An important metric for evaluating reversible circuits is the Garbage count. Garbage is defined as the number of outputs 

added to make an n-input k-output Boolean function ((n, k) function) reversible. Hence, one of the major issues in designing a 

reversible circuit is garbage minimization. Reversible logic is very essential for the construction of low power, low loss 

computational structures which are very essential for the construction of arithmetic circuits used in quantum computation, nano 

technology and other low power digital circuits. The important reversible gates[10] used for reversible logic synthesis are,fredkin 

gate, toffoli gate, feynmann gate,  peres gate and so on. According to Mooreôs law, transistor size will double every 18 months but 

CMOS technology is reaching closer to the limits beyond which the feature size cannot be downscaled further without 

compromising the proper functioning of the device. CMOS devices suffer from thermal effects, as they have to discharge all the 

stored energy when flipping from 1 to 0[14].QCA are one of the emerging nanotechnologies which make it possible to achieve 

circuit densities and clock frequencies beyond the limits of existing CMOS technology. QCA has significant advantage in terms of 
power dissipation[2], as it does not have to dissipate all its signal energy during transition. Hence, QCA is considered as one of the 

promising technologies to achieve the thermodynamic limit of computation[6]. A QCA cell is a coupled dot system in which four 

dots are at the vertices of a square. Fredkin gate is a (3x3) conservative reversible gate, having the mapping (A, B, C) to (P=A, 

Q=AôB+AC, R=AB+AôC), where A, B, C are the inputs and P, Q, R are the outputs, respectively. It is called a 3x3 gate because it 

has three inputs and three outputs. Figure 1 shows the Fredkin gate.  The cell has two extra electrons that occupy the diagonals 

within the cell due to electrostatic repulsion. The cell polarization P measures the charge distribution along diagonal axes and is 

given by equation 1 (here Pi denotes the electronic charge at dot i). When electrons are in dots 1 and 3, P = -1 (Logic ó0ô) and when 

electrons in dots 2 and 4, P = +1 (Logic ó1ô). Figures 1.4(a) and 1.4(b) show the 4 quantum dots in a QCA cell[19], and the 

implementation of logic ó0ô and logic ó1ô in a QCA cell, respectively.    

     

P = (P2 + P4) ī (P1 + P3) 

                                                P1+P2+ P3 + P4                                    (1.3) 
 

In this paper, we propose the design of testable sequential circuits based on conservative logic gates. The proposed technique will 

take care of the fan-out (FO) at the output of the reversible latches and can also disrupt the feedback to make them suitable for 

testing by only two test vectors, all 0s and all 1s. In other words, circuits will have feedback while executing in the normal 

mode[11]. However, in order to detect faults in the test mode[18], our proposed technique will disrupt feedback to make 

conservative reversible latches testable as combinational circuits. The proposed technique is extended toward the design of two 

vectors testable master-slave flipflops and double edge triggered (DET) flip-flops. Thus, our work is significant because we are 

providing the design of reversible sequential circuits completely testable for any unidirectional stuck-at faults by only two test 

vectors. The reversible design of the DET flip-flop is proposed for the first time in the literature. Further, while designing a QCA 

sequential circuit, the designer may sometimes prefer to sacrifice the reversibility to save the number of QCA cells while keeping 
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the test strategy to be the same that is the design can still be tested by two test vectors. Thus, we also propose a new conservative 

logic gate called multiplexer conservative QCA gate (MX-cqca) that is not reversible in nature but has similar properties as the 

Fredkin gate of working as 2:1 multiplexer. The proposed MX-cqca gate surpasses the Fredkin gate in terms of complexity [the 

number of majority voters (MV)], speed, and area. 

 

2. Conservative Reversible Fredkin Gate 
The Fredkin gate is a popularly used reversible conservative logic gate, first proposed by Fredkin and Toffoli in [8]. The Fredkin 

gate shown in Fig. 1 can be described as a mapping (A, B, C) to (P = A, Q = AôB + AC, R = AB + AôC), where A, B, C are the 

inputs and P, Q, R are the outputs, respectively.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.1 Fredkin gate 

 

The truth table for the Fredkin gate is illustrated in [3], which demonstrates that Fredkin gate is reversible and conservative in 

nature, that is, it has unique input and output mapping and also has the same number of 1s in the outputs. 

 

2.1 Basics Of QCA Computing 
The basic QCA device is the majority voter or majority gate, and has the output function as F=AB+BC+AC, where F is the 

majority of the inputs A, B and C. The majority voter can be made to work as an AND gate or as an OR gate, by setting one of the 

inputs as ó0ô and ó1ô, respectively [16]. (For example, if C=0 we will get F=A.B. Similarly if C=1, we will get F=A+B). Another 

important gate in QCA is the inverter, which is formed when a QCA cell, say cell-1 is placed 45 degrees to another QCA cell, for 

example cell-0, cell-1 gets the inverse value of cell-0. There can be many ways of designing the QCA inverter, one of which is 

shown in Figure 2. In QCA computing, signal transfer is made through wires that are of two types, Binary wire and inverter chain. 

 
 

Fig.2 Basic QCA cell 

 

 

2.2 Design Of Testable Reversible Latches 

The characteristic equation of the D latch can be written as Q+ = D · E + .E · Q. In the proposed work, enable (E) refers to the 

clock and is used interchangeably in place of clock. When the enable signal (clock) is 1, the value of the input D is reflected at the 

output that is Q+ = D. While, when E = 0 the latch maintains its previous state, that is Q+ = Q. Fig. 3(a) shows the realization of the 

reversible D latch using the Fredkin gate. But FO is not allowed in conservative reversible logic. Moreover, the design cannot be 
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tested by two input vectors all 0s and all 1s because of feedback, as the output Q would latch 1 when the inputs are toggled from all 

1s to all 0s and could be misinterpreted as stuck-at-1 fault. In this paper, we propose to cascade another Fredkin gate to output Q as 

shown in Fig. 3(b).  

The design has two control signals, C1 and C2. The design can work in two modes: 1) normal mode and 2) test mode. 

1) Normal Mode: The normal mode is shown in Fig. 3(c) in which we will have C1C2 = 01 and we will have the design working 

as a D latch without any fan-out problem. 

2) Test Mode (Disrupt the Feedback): In test mode, when C1C2 = 00 as shown in Fig. 3(d) it will make the design testable with 

all 0s input vectors as output T1 will become 0 resulting in making it testable with all 0s input vectors. Thus, any stuck-at-1 fault 

can be detected. When C1C2 = 11 as shown in Fig. 3(e), will become 1 and the design will become testable with all 1s input vectors 

for any stuck-at-0 fault. It can seen from above that C1 and C2 will disrupt the feedback in test mode, and in normal mode will take 

care of the fanout. Thus, our proposed design works as a reversible D latch and can be tested with only two test vectors, all 0s and 
all 1s, for any stuck-at fault by utilizing the inherent property of conservative reversible logic. 

The reversible Fredkin gate has two of its outputs working as 2:1 Muxes, thus the characteristic equation of the D latch can be 

mapped to the Fredkin gate (F). 

 
Fig. 3. Design of testable reversible D latch using conservative Fredkin gate. (a) Fredkin gate based D latch. (b) Fredkin gate 

based D latch with control signals C1 and C2. (c) Fredkin gate based D Latch in normal mode: C1 = 0 and C2 = 1. (d) Fredkin gate 

based D latch in test mode for stuck-at-0 fault: C1 = 1 and C2 = 1. (e) Fredkin gate based D latch in test mode for stuck-at-1 fault: 

C1 = 0 and C2 = 0. 
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Fig.4 Fredkin gate based negative enabled D latch 
A negative enable reversible D latch will pass the input D to the output Q when E = 0; otherwise maintains the same state. The 

characteristic equation of the negative enable D latch is Q+ = D· .E +E·Q. This characteristic equation of the negative enable 

reversible D latch can be mapped on the second output of the Fredkin gate as shown in Fig. 4. The second Fredkin gate in the design 

take cares of the FO. The second Fredkin gate in the design also helps in making the design testable by two test vectors, all 0s and 

all 1s, by breaking the feedback based on control signals C1 and C2 as illustrated above for positive enable reversible D latch. The 

negative enable D latch is helpful in the design of testable reversible master-slave flipflops. 

This is because as it can work as a slave latch in the testable reversible master-slave flip-flops in which no clock inversion is 

required. The details of which are discussed in the section describing reversible master-slave flip-flops. 

 
Fig.5 Design Of Testable Master Slave Flipflop 

 

2.3 Design Of Testable Master Slave Flipflop 
In this paper, we have proposed the design of testable flip-flops using the master slave strategy that can be tested for any stuck-at 

faults using only two test vectors, all 0s and all 1s. Fig. 5 shows the design of the master-slave D flip-flop in which we have used 

positive enable Fredkin gate-based testable D latch shown in Fig. 3(b) as the master latch, while the slave latch is designed from the 

negative enable Fredkin gate-based testable D latch shown earlier in Fig. 4. The testable reversible D flip-flops has four control 
signals mC1,mC2, sC1, and sC2. mC1 and mC2 control the modes for the master latch, while sC1 and sC2 control the modes for the 

slave latch. In the normal mode, when the design is working as a master-slave flip-flop the values of the controls signals will be 

mC1 = 0 and mC2 = 1,  sC1 = 0 and sC2 = 1 ( as similar to values of the control signals C1 and C2 earlier described for the testable 

D latches). 

In the test mode. 

1) To make the design testable with all 0s input vectors for any stuck-at-1 fault, the values of the controls signals will be mC1 = 

0 and mC2 = 0, sC1 = 0 and sC2 = 0. This will make the outputs mT1 and sT1 as 0, which results in breaking the feedback and the 

design becomes testable with all 0s input vectors for any stuck-at-1 fault. 

2) To make the design testable with all 1s input vectors for any stuck-at-0 fault, the values of the control signals will be mC1 = 1 

mC2 = 1, sC1 = 1, and sC2 = 1. This will result in outputs mT1 and sT 1 having a value of 1, breaking the feedback and resulting in 

the design testable with all 1s input vectors for any stuck-at-0 fault. The other type of master-slave flip-flops, such as the testable 

master-slave T flip-flop, testable master-slave JK flip-flop, and testable master-slave SR flip-flop can be designed similarly in which 
master is designed using the positive enable corresponding latch, while the slave is designed using the negative enable Fredkin gate-

based D latch. For example, in the design of master-slave T flip-flop, the master is designed using the positive enable T latch, while 

the slave is designed with the negative enable D latch. 
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